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Citizens Fret About LNG

In what the Baltimore Sun described as a “fiery” public hearing, residents
and officials of Dundalk in eastern Maryland County raised multiple objections to
the idea of converting Bethlehem Steel’s old Sparrows Point shipyard into a lique-
fied natural gas terminal.

According to the proposal offered by AES Corporation, the new port
would receive tankers containing imported fuel, and transfer it through a $250
million, 88-mile pipeline to a distribution facility in Pennsylvania. At the Dundalk
meeting, some 400 people showed up to voice opposition, alleging environmen-
tal safety issues, concern about terrorism, and jeopardy for the local economy.
“Resident after resident, official after official” spoke out against the scheme, said
the Sun. Many speakers urged the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) to reverse the conditional approval it recommended earlier this year. The
principal support for the project has come from labor unions.

About 120 people gathered at another public forum in Harford County,
along which the 30-inch pipeline would run enroute to Pennsylvania. Objections
raised there include prospective damage to trees and wetlands, the threat of AES
using eminent domain to secure the right of way, and possible threats to wells and
septic systems. FERC’s final decision is expected later this year.

In New Jersey, Clean Ocean Action expressed strong objections to a
$550 million plan, launched in May by Canadian Superior Energy and Globe
LNG to build a facility to receive gas 15 miles off the New Jersey coast and pipe it
to northeast US destinations. Roger Whelan, CEO of the consortium, described
the project as “clean, safe, and efficient.” Clean Ocean Action termed it “mon-
strous” and called on citizens to “rise up and express their outrage to this privati-
zation of the ocean.”

In Halifax, Nova Scotia, meanwhile, regulators approved the construction
of a $700 million LNG terminal by a Dutch-Canadian-Russian consortium called
Maple LNG. All in the way of construction startup is shareholder approval. The
facility is to be built in the remote village of Goldboro, on Nova Scotia’s Eastern
Shore. Population: 450.




